
May 17, 2012 

Mr. Joe Gowers 
US Environmental Protection Agency Region 2 
290 Broadway, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
To Whom It May Concern, EPA National Remedy Review Board: 

 We have been active members of the Ringwood Mines/Landfill Community Advisory Group (CAG) 
since January 2008. We joined the CAG and remain active in the CAG to have the opportunity to listen to the 
concerns of the Upper Ringwood community, provide access to their local officials in an informal setting, and 
to stay abreast of the activities of the EPA and Ford with regard to the ongoing cleanup.  

 This letter is written to inform the Remedial Review Committee that, while we are full members of 
the CAG and we are proud of the work the CAG has done and pleased with the progress being made, our 
membership in the CAG does not imply that we, or the Ringwood Borough Council, agree with or otherwise 
support all statements made by or on behalf of the CAG.    

 By way of example, let it be noted that we abstained from voting on this resolution.  The second 
bullet point of the draft CAG Resolution for the NRRB states: 

“State and Federal Health Agencies have documented a rise in unexplained cancers and deaths in 
this community. No other reasonable explanation could be found to explain this increase except for 
exposure to the chemicals disposed of here by the responsible party, Ford.” 

 This conflicts with what the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services presented in their 
“Health Consultation Report” at the December, 2011 CAG meeting which contains findings about cancer 
incidences in residents living in the Upper Ringwood Area from 1979 to 2008.  While they found lung cancer 
in male residents statistically higher than expected, the overall cancer incidence and the incidence of several 
specific cancers was not elevated. Also, they could not conclude “that the increased incidence is attributable 
to site-related exposures.” 

 The Ringwood Borough Council will be forwarding official comments for the NRRB’s consideration 
which we concur with.  The purpose of this letter is to clearly state that we do not support all statements 
made by or on behalf of the CAG as evidenced by the one example noted above. 

Sincerely yours, 

Linda M. Schaffer, Mayor, Borough of Ringwood 
John M. Speer, Deputy Mayor 
 
Attachment:  Health Consultation, Cancer Incidence in the Population Living near the Ringwood Mines/Landfill 
Site, 1979-2008, dated December 13, 2001, prepared by the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services.  
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